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On the road to success with CO
Johann Müller AG textiles finishing

Test No. OTS 23208

I

TESTEX Zuerich

n the annals of the OEKO-TEX® Standard 100, the 27th September 1993 is an important milestone: for the first time ever, the dyeing process in a textiles finishing business, Swiss-based Johann Müller AG, was designed so that all processed threads and fabrics met the requirements of the OEKOTEX® Standard 100. Owner Dr. Kurt Müller is proud of his cutting edge role in environmental protection, “We played a decisive part in the design of
the OEKO-TEX® Standard 100. Our audit as an environmentally-friendly production site in accordance with the OEKO-TEX® Standard 1000 in 2000 was
a logical continuation of this commitment and of our generally high standards of quality.”
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O 2 neutrality and OEKO-TEX®

Dr. Kurt Müller with the first general OEKO-TEX®
Standard 100 certificate dated 27th September
1993.

Picture on left: Quality is constantly monitored in
the laboratory at Johann Müller AG.

Dr. Kurt Müller contributed significantly to the development of the economical modular system of the
OEKO-TEX® Standard 100. At the start, the idea was only to certify products, but not to include processes.
For a dye works that produces tens of thousands of different dyes, this would have resulted in having to
carry out an incalculable number of tests of dyed and finished substrates. This would have made the effort

The OEKO-TEX® Standard 1000
und 100plus

and costs of testing and certification disproportionately high.

Starting from the OEKO-TEX®
The international OEKO-TEX® Association recognised the need to incorporate textiles finishing businesses

Standard 100, since 1995 companies have had the option of mak-

into the testing and certification system in order to achieve the necessary market penetration, so together
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with Dr. Müller it sought a practical solution.

tions, as well as the product-oriSo on 6th April 1993 Dr. Müller recommended to the Hohenstein Research Institute in Bönnigheim, Germany,
that instead of testing the many end products of a dye works it should test the individual elements of their
processing.

Johann Müller AG –
at a glance
Thread, tricot and fabric finishing,
garment dyeing
Location:

Strengelbach,
Switzerland

Founded:

1845

Number of
employees: approx. 60
Web:

www.mueller-textil.ch

Brittnauerstrasse 58
CH-4802 Strengelbach /
Switzerland
Phone: +41 (0)62 745 04 04
Fax:
+41 (0)62 745 04 05
Email: mueller@mueller-textil.ch

His basic concept: if all the dyes and chemicals met the criteria of the OEKO-TEX® Standard 100, and likewise

ented safety checks.

The certificate for an
environmentally-friendly
production site under OEKOTEX® Standard 1000 applies
for three years.

the textile substrate, then all the end products derived from them would consequently meet the criteria of
To be awarded OEKO-TEX® Standard
the OEKO-TEX® Standard 100. In order to realise the concept of a modular system, Dr. Müller sent the safety

100plus it is necessary to have

data sheets of all dyes and chemicals believed suitable to the Hohenstein Research Institute for testing.

products tested under OEKO-TEX®
Standard 100 as well as certification
of the production conditions under

On 8th July 1993 Dr. Rainer Weckmann wrote from the Institute to Dr. Müller, “Today we took an important

Standard 1000. However, in addition

decision: we would like – entirely in line with your and my concept – to create an OEKO-TEX® Standard for

it is also necessary to prove that the
entire production chain, i.e. all busi-

the certification of textiles finishers and dyers. For this reason I would like to be in close contact with you
and develop a feasible procedure with your help and experience.” This was the birth of the OEKO-TEX®
Standard 100 in its present form, whereby the process technology for textiles finishers is established on the

nesses involved in the manufacture of
a specific product, is certified – at least
for the product line concerned, according to OEKO-TEX® Standard 1000.

basis of current lists of dyes and additives using example worst-case investigation.

www.

www.mueller-textil.ch

